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During the sessions of the Convention a general discussion took 
place as to methods of work and the best means of advancing the 
interests of statistical investigation. Thursday the annual election of 
officers occurred, resulting as follows, President Wright declining 
re-election : President, Charles F. Peck, New York ; Vice-Presidents, 
Lester Bodine of Colorado, and S. W. Matthews of Maine ; Secretary, 
Frank W. Betton of Kansas ; Executive Committee, Messrs. Wadlin 
of Massachusetts, Hotchkiss of Connecticut, Peelle of Indiana, and 
the President ex-officio. The next Annual Convention will be held 
at Albany, New York. H. G. W. 



STATISTICS OF PRISONERS, 1890. 



Statistics of Prisoners, 1890. Collected by the Wardens' Associa- 
tion of the United States and Canada ; with an introduction by Roland 
P. Falkner, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Statistics, University of 
Penn. Published by the Association, 1892. 800. Pp. 56. 

The Wardens' Association of the United States and Canada, as 
explained by its secretary in the preface to this pamphlet, undertook 
the collection of these statistics at the suggestion of Dr. Falkner. 
The tabulation was carried on under the supervision of the secretary, 
according to plans matured in conference with Dr. Falkner, and the 
latter has written the entire text of the report. The scope of the 
inquiry was limited. Returns were received from thirty-eight institu- 
tions in the United States, giving record of 9859 prisoners admitted 
during the year. This is thought to be considerably more than half 
the entire number of prisoners received at all the prisons of the 
country during 1890. The information obtained is therefore not only 
valuable by virtue of the care with which the facts were gathered, but 
also because of its amount. 

In tabulating the facts gathered an effort was made to exhaust the 
useful permutations through which they could be put. Then, in the 
twenty five pages of text, the writer confines himself rigidly to an 
exposition of what the nineteen tables show. In other words, the 
attempt was made to formulate all the conclusions which could be 
reached by purely statistical methods after an investigation of this 
kind and no others. Many inviting opportunities to base sweeping 
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conclusions on insufficient data are pointed out only for the purpose 
of calling attention to the insufficiency of the data. 

Particular attention may be called to the portions relating to race, 
nativity, and parentage, both as an illustration of the care with which 
the work is done, as well as of the importance of some of the conclu- 
sions. A. Gr. Warnek. 



A CORRECTION. 



In his review* of the Report of the Special Committee on Out-Door 
Alms of the Town of Hartford, 1891, Dr. Warner calls attention to 
the fact that the per capita cost of poor relief for European countries 
does not follow from the figures presented by the committee, but is 
caused by an arithmetical error. Dr. Warner informs us that in a 
subsequent issue of the Report this has been corrected. The error 
was two-fold, the figures for cost of poor relief in England and Wales 
should have been $42,204,105 instead of $101,012,325. Making this 
correction and dividing by the total population of Great Britain, the 
figure $1.43 per capita is obtained instead of $1.07. This corrects 
the statistical table of the committee, and eliminates its manifest in- 
accuracies. It does not change the contention of the committee that 
Hartford spends more money than the British Isles, as the per capita 
expenditure in Hartford is $1.96. This correction is made in justice 
to the Committee. It does not weaken any material portion of Dr. 
Warner's criticism. 



NET PROFITS OF MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES IN THE STATE 
OF MASSACHUSETTS. 



I have read with much interest the 21st report of the Bureau of 
Statistics of Labor of Massachusetts, and also the review of the same 
in the article by Frederic B. Hawley, in the March Publications of the 
American Statistical Association. It has seemed to me that the net 
profits of manufacturing for a given time, at least to the shareholders 
in manufacturing companies, could be arrived at with mathematical 
accuracy. If, on the 1st of January of any given year, a man bought 

* Page 437 of Volume II of these Publications. 



